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Debate over same^sex marriage spreading across country
ByLESLEY STEDMAN WEIDENBENER

l8tedman@courier-joumal.com
The Courier-Journal

The bitter debate over same-
sex marriage that has flared
among lawmakers in Kentucky
and Indiana is preoccupyingleg
islatures across the countiy —
and likelywillsoon erupt in Con
gress as well.

Constitutional amendments to
ban homosexual marriage have
beenfiled in22state legislatures,
and at least eightare deoatingthe
issue.

Moreover, Senate Majority
Leader Bill Frist yesterday
opened what promises tobea di
visive fight onCapitol Hill byurg
ingCongress to embracea feder
al constitutional amendment

banning same-sex marriage.
"Wewill not let activist judges

redefine — I would say radically
redefine—what marriage is,"the
Tennessee Republican told a
gatheringof activistsopposedto
homosexual marriage.

Gay-rights supportersframe
the issue as the nation's next
great civil-rightsbattle.

"This is politics at its nastiest,"

said CherylJacques, president of
the Human Rights Campaign,
which supports same-sex mar
riage.

And in Kentuckyand Indiana,
the issue has been particularly
rancorous.

Republicans in both states
have tried rarely used procedural
moves toforce debate onpropos
als that have been successfully

bottledup incommitteebymajor
ity Democrats.

The disagreement in Indiana
brought the House to a virtual
stanastill for the betterpart of last
week, as Republicans Wcotted
the chamber and insistea on be
ing allowed to have their say on
the matter.

In Kentuckyit triggered a bit
ter exchangebetweenpartylead

ers in the House, which earlier
this week passed and sent to the
Senate a fPisolution urging Con-;
gresstosei'dthestatesaconstitu-'
tionalamci\dment defining mar
riage as theunion ofa manand a.
woman. ' "
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Judicial Court sel much ofthenational
debate mmotion when itruled last year
that the state's defense ofmarriage law
—which embraced thetraditional defi
nition of marriage —was unconstitu
tional. The court ordered legislation to

same-sexcouples to marryby

AS THINGS stand now, there are
jusl 14 sintcs in which lawmakers this
year have not introduced legislation re
garding same-sex marriage. Most of
those proposals would restrict the
ngnts of homosexualcoimies.
_ "There's been a real fluny ofactiv-
^ across thecountry, said Christi
C^dman.program manager attheNa
tional Conference ofState Legislatures
...^e publicity from (the Massachu

setts) casehasbrought it toeveryone's
attention."

Adding fuel tothefire, mayors in
San Francisco and New York state be
ganmarrying same-sex couples inde
fiance ofstate laws last month. So far.
about3,500 couples have undergone
such ceremonies.

InGeorgia, where theissue isbeingdebated, House Republican Leader
Glenn Richardson said thepublic isde-
mandingthatsomethingbedone topreservethe traditional definition of mar
riage.
^ We hear itloud and clear," hesaid
Ive heard more onthis than any othersingle issue since I've been inoffice."

A constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage, already passed by theSenate
failed bythreevotes in the Georgia '
House lastThursday. But House mem
bers voted Monday to reconsider the
amendment —andproponents have al-
Te&dy picked upat least two more votes

Ifthe measure passes the House, it
would be placed on the November bal
lot for voters to decide.

IM UTAH, a similar amendment is
through the legislature

"The painful, frustrating partofthisIS that th^-are ignoring theprinciples
ofa constitution, iraoringthatequality h
belongs to all citizens regardless of R
what your belief system is," said Rep. ^
Jackie Biskupski, the only openly eav
lawmaker in the Utah legislature rv

"But youalso have to remember it'san election year," she said. "Theconsti-
tutional amendments—like ours—will
^obably go on the ballot this year, i
Inev rf> frmrnr tA tn-ilrA tkS/. ...u.il '''i
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.. CENTEH ONTHE STATCS
j Prohibited bystatelaw
jProhibited by state constitution: (Nebraska and Nevada)

ILaw declared unconstitutional: (Massacfiusetts)
, Prohibited by state law, but provides benlfits toor

and^S) partnerships: (California, Hawaii •'
NoJaw, but provides benifrts to orrecoqnizes domastir
partnerships: (New Jersey) ^ aomesuc^

"They're trying to
make this ...the
issue off the year."

Utah Rep. Jackie Biskupski

, -J BY STEVE OURBIN, TOE COUBIERTlOUfll^^--'

•• nizations are looking forstates where;
they can file lawsuits and have the:
courts force statesto recognize sam&.
sex unions. ••

"Traditional marriage is underat-:
tackinIndianaandacrossthecountry"
he said. - ,

The Indiana Court ofAppeals iscon- •
sidering asuit filed by the Indiana Civil •
Liberties Union and homosexuals who-
are seeking the right to many.A triall
court dismissed the suit, citing the
state's lawdefiningmarriageas the"
union of a manand a woman, but thfti

s, group appealed. , .

^ Charlotte AND oawnEgieK'^Indianapolis are two ofthe plaintffftf.'
Theyweremarried inCanada andhave

. a same-sex union under Vermont laW-^
though that means nothing inIndiana/''

I was totally surprised bythefact-
„ that ourcase has became a catalyst for'
^ theHouse simply not meeting fora

week," said Charlotte Egler. "They're ^
not getting anything done. I think it's •
outrageous. It's amazing how much
thingshaveregressedacross thecoun-

^ try inthe past year."
J Matt Foreman, executive directorof

the National Gay &Lesbian Task Force, ^
said the proposed constitutional'
amendments before statelegislatures

^ are )art ofa national effort to use gay?
^ peop eandourrelationships asawedge •
, issueinbothstateandfederal races^''

Hesaidconservath/eactivistsareus-
ingrecentcourt decisions andeventel^ •
vision shows with homosexual charac-'
ters to "create an air of hysteria" that"
may backfire. . •

"Thw're divisive, they're very parti--
san, and atleast tous and tomanypeo-'
pie, it feels un-American," Foreman '
said. You seeallthese statesstrugeline'
with budget deficits, struggling with-
Medicare and Medicaid funmng. Ihese'
arecritical, critical issues and they've
trotted outthis(gay marriage) asa verv"
important issue. •

ButBill Murray, media directorof
the Family Research Council, said
there s "no grand scheme."

"We're not the ones picking certain'
states." he said. "These debates already
arehappening inthosestates, and we're
puttingour resourcesaround that."

IN KENTUCKY, Hoover said his
cau^ isacting onitsown andnotfol
lowing any directions from national*
mrty officials or thestate'stopRenub-
lean, U.S.Sen. MitchMcConneU

"Quite frankly, we filed the dIs-J
charge petition (fast) week," Hoovef
said. Itwasn't until later that day that
we heard on the news that President
Bush had that day come out insupport
ofa constitutional amendment." ,
StaffwriterTom Loftus and The
Associated Presscontributed tothis
J»tnrw.

House, Majority Leader Rocky Adkins,
D-Sandy Hook, moved to have the bill
withdrawn.

The incident triggered a bitter ex
changebetweenparty leaders.

"It's a shame that Democratic lead
ership will notallow members to vote
on thisissue, to follow the rules andto
represent the people in their districts "
said Minority Leader Jeff Hoover, R-
Jamestown.

Byt House Speaker Pro Tem Larry
Clark. D-Okolona, said Republicans
were playingpolitics.

Shoutinginto his microphone. Clark
. said Republicans have misrepresented

votes on such controversial issues In
campaigns against him.

/-v S?'! themselves Christians.Christians! Clark said. "They want to
Jiedunng campaigns. And they goto
church on Sunday andsay: 'I love my
brothers andmyneighbors.'"
'Jl 'NDIANAi Republicans boycotted thechamber after House Speak

erPatBauer, D-South Bend, reftised to
recognize themmove toconsideracon
stitutional amendmentor even to let
themspeak about the issue.

House Minority Leader Brian Bos-
ma,R-Indianapolis, declared aconstitu
tional ban onsame-sex marriage the
most importantthinglawmakerscould
do this session, whichis scheduled to
end today. Some 75 bills died during the

The conservative Family Research

y ijlio y^ai.

iney re trying to make thiswhole gay
mamage thing betheissue oftheyear.
werejustbeing used asalightning-rod
issue so the people aren'tbeing in
formed about more critical issues that
affectour dailylives."

So far four states have approved de-
fense-of-marriage.constitutlonal
Mendments; they have been defeated
in twoothers.The arguments on both
sidesofthe issuehave varied littlefrom
place to place.

Proponents —typically Repubii- -
cans, conservative Democrats and
family andreligious organizations
saytheconstitutional amendments are
needed toensure thatjudgesdon'tover
turn state laws defining marriage asthe
unionofone man and onewoman. They
pointtothecourt decision inMassachu
settsasthe kind ofaction they're trying

T^ey also voice concern that courts
could trytoforce other states torecog
nize homosexual marriages performed
in Massachusetts.

OPPONENTS —mostly Demo
crats —say that state lawsagainst
same-sexmarriagesufficeandthatcon- ,
stitutionalamendmentsshouldbe used i
solely for the granting ofrights, not for
their exclusion. Civil libertarians and i
homosexual groups say that barring
same-sex marriages isdiscriminatory.

The last time i recall Southern leg-
isIanjresrushingtoamendtheirconsS-tutions arid passa bigraft of laws en- =
shnning discrimination was when they «
Mmmered intheJimCrow laws." said
Georgia Rep. Nan Orrock of Atlanta, l
the House Democratic whip. "That's
what this feels like tome: hate-filled di- u
yisive. Itwill betheshame ofthese legis- „
laturps as history moves forward." I!

It's certainly been a divisive issue inKentucky. To prevent a vote on a de- -
fense-of-mamage amendment in the

• 1 Biiiiijr ncaearcn

Council, a national group that opposes
homosexual marriage, entered the frav
bypubhshingafull-page ad in the South
Bend Tnbune. Bauer s hometown pa
per, asking constituents tocall him to
demand that heallow the proposed
amendment to be considered.

IMt has1^ Bauertoclaim that Indi
ana Republican leaders havehad a
'̂ 'elynarrowpolitical agenda thrust uo-
onthem" bythenational GOP and con
servative activists.

pat's a common charge nationally.
Both sides say theotherhas been ma-
nipmat^ bynational orgarmationsora
national movement.

Bosrna said the same-sex marriage
agenda IS being forced upon states by
the radical left." He said national orga-


